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shock waves from a gun firing to an exit port at which
sound-absorbing material is present.
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GUN SILENCER USING INTERNAL
REFLECTANCE

RIGHTS OF THE GOVERNMENT

The invention described herein may be manufac-
tured, used, and licensed by or for the United States
Government for governmental purposes without the
payment to me of any royalty thereon.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to gun silencers, and
more particularly to a silencer which utilizes the princi-
pals of internal reflection of a shock wave to attenuate
noise.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The prior art is replete with gun silencer construc-
tions which have as a primary purpose the lowering of
sound levels caused by gun firing.

Although many gun silencer devices operate satisfac-
torily to accomplish the intended function, they often
affect the performance of a weapon by decreasing the

- velocity or otherwise adversely affecting the flight path
characreristics of a fired projectile.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT
INVENTION

The present invention achieves the primary purpose
of gun silencing without adversely affecting the veloc-
ity or flight characteristics of a fired projectile.

The present invention utilizes the principle of wave
mcchanics to attenuate the sound of a gun fixing without
requiring contact between a fired projectile and any
portion of the gun silencer. More particularly, the in-
vention relies upon the principle of internal reflection of
a shock wave at the interface of the air within the si-
lencer and the walls of the silencer. The internally re-
flected shock waves from a gun firing are concentrated
and guided to an exit port in the silencer where sound-
absorbing material is present. The exit port may also be
connected to a conduit permitting the sonic energy of a
gun firing to do useful work such as small arms bolt
movement.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURE

The above-mentioned objects and advantages of the
present invention will be more clearly understood when
considered in conjunction with the accompanying
drawing, in which:

The FIGURE is a cross-sectional view of the present
gun silencer.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention satisfies the requirement that
the silencing effect is not accompanied by a decrease of
projectile velocity or dissipation of the round. The gun
silencer of the present invention utilizes the wave me-
chanics principle of total internal reflection to direct a
resulting shock wave into a sound-absorbing medium.

The gun silencer is characterized by an internal cav-
ity described by the formula r=roe/tan(arcsine V1/¥2)
where 6 is defined between 0 and 180° along the axis
indicated in the FIGURE. The formula describes an
internal cavity which is generally cardioid shaped and
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wherein the contour of the cavity is symmetrical about
the iliustrated axis.

In the above formula r is the radius, 1o is a scaling
factor equal to the minimum radius, e is the base of
natural logarithms, € is the angle, Vi is the velocity of
sound in air, and V3 is the velocity of sound in the walls
of the silencer (i.e., steel or aluminum).

Referring to the FIGURE the silencer is generally
indicated by reference numeral 10 and is seen to include
a metal wall 12 having a generally spherical external

- surface 13. The shape of the internal cavity 14 of the
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silencer is as described by the above-indicated formula.
An opening 15 is formed within the silencer wall 12 to
permit insertion of gun barrel 16. The firing end of the
barrel is positioned at 17, centered on the zero radius
point for the internal cavity. Colinear with opening 15 is
a second opening 18, formed in wall 12, which permits
exit of a fired projectile from the silencer.

When a gun is fired, a shock wave is generated at an
initial moment of time as indicated by reference numeral
22. The shock wave expands in subsequent moments of
time as indicated by the advancing wave fronts of the
shock wave at 24 and 26. The shock wave strikes the
internal surface of the cavity at a critical angle and
substantially all of the energy from the shock wave
undergoes internal reflection so that the shock wave is
directed vertically downwardly toward opening 20
which is formed in wall 12 of the silencer 10. A short
section of pipe 28 conducts the shock wave energy from
opening 20 into a sound-absorption medium 30.

It is also intended that the shock wave energy be
delivered, along a connecting conduit 32, to a utilization
device 34 so that the sonic energy of the sound wave
may be: translated to useful mechanical energy. For
example, this energy may do useful work such as small
arms bolt movement.

As will now be appreciated from an understanding of
the invention, a gun silencer construction is presented
which operates on the principles of internally reflecting
a shock wave so that its energy may be directed and
concentrated at an exit port where sound-absorption
material is contained. In addition, an optional utilization
of the shock wave energy is its conversion to mechani-
cal energy where it can perform useful mechanical
work for a weapon.

It should be understood that the invention is not lim-
ited to the exact details of construction shown and de-
scribed herein for obvious modifications will occur to
persons skilled in the art.

I claim:

1. A mecthod of silencing gun fire comprising the
steps:

positioning a gun barrel within a cavity defined by

the equation r=roed/tanarcsine V1/V2) where r is the
radius, ro is a scaling factor equal to 2 minimum
radius, e is the base of natural logarithms, 0 is the
angle, Vi is the velocity of sound in air, and V3 is
the velocity of sound within the wall of the cavity,
wherein the end of the gun barrel is positioned such
that the end is centered on the zero radius point for
said cavity;

providing an exit for a fired projectile along a path in

alignment with the barrel;

forming an opening in the cavity at a point along the

surface thereat to which the totally reflected shock
wave is directed by the wall of the cavity thereby
permitting concentrated passage of sonic energy
outwardly from the cavity.
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2. The method set forth in claim 1 together with the
step of conducting the substantially totally reflected
sonic energy to a sound-absorption material for muz-
zling the gun fire.

3. The structure set forth in claim 2 together with the
step of translating the sonic energy leaving the cavity to
usable mechanical energy.

4. The method set forth in claim 1 together with the
step of translating the sonic energy leaving the cavity to
usable mechanical energy.

5. A gun silencer comprising:

a wall enclosing a cavity having a cross-sectional
shape defined by the equation r==roef/tentaresine
¥1/V2) where r is the radius, rg is a scaling factor
equal to a minimum radius, e is the base of natural
logarithms, @ is the angle, V) is the velocity of
sound in air, and V3 is the velocity of sound within
the wall of the cavity;

a first opening for receiving a gun barrel, wherein the
end of the gun barrel is positioned such that the end
is centered on the zero radius point for said cavity;
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4
a second opening, in alignment with the first provid-
ing an exit for a fired projectile, the cavity substan-
tially totally internally reflecting a shock wave
produced by gun firing so that the wave is directed
to a point on the cavity surface; and

a third opening formed at the point for permitting

passage of the wave outwardly from the cavity.

6. The structure set forth in claim 1 together with
means connected to the third opening for directing an
exiting shock wave to a sound-absorption material.

7. The structure set forth in claim 6 together with
means connected to the third opening for directing an
exiting shock wave to a utilization device for translating
sonic energy to useful mechanical energy.

8. The structure set forth in claim 1 together with
means connected to the third opening for directing an
exiting shock wave to a utilization device for translating
sonic energy to useful mechanical energy.

9. The structure set forth in claim 1 wherein the angle

@ is defined between 0° and 180°.
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